To evaluate the clinical profile, management and early outcome of patients with gallbladder cancer.
INTRODUCTION
Gall bladder cancer (GBC) is the most frequent malignant tumor of the biliary tract and the fifth most common cancer of the digestive tract. Gallbladder cancer is an aggressive malignancy and caries extremely poor prognosis. Patients commonly present in late stage as it has no disease specific presenting symptoms.
Therefore presentation with late stage disease is common. 1, 2 In the United States and Europeans countries, GBC is an uncommon tumor accounting for 13 less than 2% of all cancer reported annually. However, 6000 to 7000 new cases are reported annually in the United States. 3 Ethnicity plays an important role in the development of GBC with highest incidence in the women population from India and Pakistan. Among
North American populations, Native Americans and immigrants from Latin America have the highest rate. 
RESULTS
The mean age in the study was between 51-70 years.
Nine out of the total 12 patients comprising 75 % were females and 25% (n=3) were males. Age and sex distribution of these patients is given in Table1. There was no significant perioperative complications noted. 
DISCUSSION
In our study, GBC was predominant in female with the ratio of 3:1(F:M) and is similar to the findings as reported in by Patrick G et al. 1 Most of the patient in our study were in the age group of 51-70 years. This data is consistent with the data in different literature where it has been found that in more than 75 % of the cases of the GBC mean age was more than 65 years. 9 Because 90% of gallbladder cancer originate in the fundus or body, they don't produce symptoms until the disease is advanced. 1 In our series, 58.33% of population presented with nonspecific symptoms like abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting. Mirsa S et al 10 has also mentioned that due to the nonspecific symptoms and signs, establishing a proper diagnosis is difficult in case of gallbladder carcinoma. In our series, association of gallstone with gallbladder cancer was found in 75% while Marcus CB has shown that 95% of the cases with GBC have gallstones. 11 The curative resection rates for gallbladder carcinoma range from 10 to 30 %. 12 In our series the curative resection rate was 50%. The histopathological report in Kyriacou E revealed adenocarcinoma of gallbladder and similar result was seen in our study too. 13 When disease is too advanced, only palliative procedures are done. 1 In our study, extended cholecystectomy was done in all the operated cases (n=6). Most of the patients were discharged with the mean duration of hospital stay of 10 days ranging from 7 to 20 days.
CONCLUSION
In our series, prevalence of gall bladder cancer is higher in females. Most of the patients were in fifth to seventh decade of life. Non specific symptoms like abdominal pain nausea and vomiting were the predominant symptoms. Only 50% of the cases were operable. So we have to do early screening by USG and CT scan of abdomen to diagnose the disease earlier.
